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Peer exchange on the Directive on combating violence against women

Document for information

Introduction and purpose
This document serves as background information for the peer exchange on the transposition
on the Directive on combating violence against women.

Questions for the Board

e What steps is your country taking to transpose the EU Directive on combating violence
against women? Are you involved in the process?

e How can EDF better support your national advocacy?

EU Directive on combating violence against women

The Directive is the EU’s first comprehensive law to combat violence against women and
domestic violence. It requires all EU countries to criminalise female genital mutilation, forced
marriage, and certain forms of cyber violence and harassment and to adopt laws and policies
to protect victims, including those with disabilities.

The Directive included some key disability-related provisions, including requiring EU countries
to:

« Recognise offences against a person with disabilities as an aggravating circumstance
(Article 11)

« Provide trauma-, gender-, and disability-sensitive guidelines for law enforcement
(Article 21)

o Ensure accessible helplines and support services for victims with disabilities
(Articles 29 and 33)

o Deliver accessible prevention materials and training for justice professionals
(Articles 34 and 36)

However, the Directive is not fully comprehensive. Some important gaps remain. Forced
sterilisation is not explicitly banned and the definition of rape was not harmonised following the
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“only yes means yes” approach. In addition, sexual harassment and data collection
disaggregated by disability are insufficiently addressed. These omissions particularly affect
women and girls with disabilities.

Transposition timeline
EU countries must transpose the Directive by 14 June 2027.

« National ministries (typically the Justice Ministry) and parliaments are responsible for
adopting or amending laws to comply.

e The European Commission monitors transposition, offers guidance, and may launch
infringement procedures if countries fail to act or comply.

This is a key advocacy moment to ensure the Directive leads to efficient protections for women
and girls with disabilities and to address existing gaps.

EDF’s support
EDF provides tools to support members and partners in advocacy, including:

« A guidance document on the Directive with advocacy tips and resources, for example
a template letter organisations of persons with disabilities can use for national advocacy
(Annex)

e An online training on transposition of the EU Directive on combating Violence Against
Women and Domestic Violence was organised in May 2025

e An on-going collection of good practices on accessible support services for victims.
The database will be available on EDF’s website. Contributions can be sent to Giulia
Traversi (qgiulia.traversi@edf-feph.orq).
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