
De : Magritte Olivier  
Envoyé : vendredi 21 avril 2023 10:51 
À : Huybens Celie <Celie.Huybens@minsoc.fed.be>; Duchenne Véronique 
<Veronique.Duchenne@minsoc.fed.be> 
Cc : Laureys Benjamin <Benjamin.Laureys@minsoc.fed.be>; Mastsepan Natallia 
<Natallia.Mastsepan@minsoc.fed.be>; Havaert Anne <Anne.Havaert@minsoc.fed.be> 
Objet : RE: Stopping EU funds for places that segregate: EDF meets European Commissioner for 
Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira. 
 
Nog iets… 
Misschien moeten we contact opnemen met EASPD om over de toestand van hun leden in België 
ivm EU structurele fondsen te hebben. Ik zou niet verbaasd zijn te leren dat de Belgische instellingen 
al bijna genoeg doen om geen probleem daarmee te krijgen. Ik denk aan raden van de bewoners 
enz. 
Toch ben ik te ver van de werkelijkheid om dat te weten: regionale materie. 
Olivier 
_________________________ 
 
De : Magritte Olivier  
Envoyé : vendredi 21 avril 2023 10:40 
À : Huybens Celie <Celie.Huybens@minsoc.fed.be>; Duchenne Véronique 
<Veronique.Duchenne@minsoc.fed.be> 
Cc : Laureys Benjamin <Benjamin.Laureys@minsoc.fed.be>; Mastsepan Natallia 
<Natallia.Mastsepan@minsoc.fed.be> 
Objet : RE: Stopping EU funds for places that segregate: EDF meets European Commissioner for 
Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira. 
 
Hallo 
Ik denk niet dat het is een goed idee om hier ons verschil van standpunt te melden. Als wij het doen 
moeten we buiten het EDF treden… 
Onze standpunt is al publiek vermeldt. Dus weet het EDF erover en iedereen kan het weten.  
De Belgische regeringen weten het ook en funding hangt van hun beslissing. Zij zullen daarover met 
de Commissie onderhandelen, wanneer dat komt op de tafel… als het komt. 
Zeker moeten we dit punt op agenda van OABO van 9/5/2023 plaatsen: het gaat hoger dan de 
competenties van het secretariaat. 
Olivier  
__________________________ 
 
De : Huybens Celie <Celie.Huybens@minsoc.fed.be>  
Envoyé : vendredi 21 avril 2023 9:32 
À : Duchenne Véronique <Veronique.Duchenne@minsoc.fed.be> 
Cc : Laureys Benjamin <Benjamin.Laureys@minsoc.fed.be>; Mastsepan Natallia 
<Natallia.Mastsepan@minsoc.fed.be>; Magritte Olivier <Olivier.Magritte@minsoc.fed.be> 
Objet : FW: Stopping EU funds for places that segregate: EDF meets European Commissioner for 
Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira. 
 
Ik weet niet of het nuttig is om dit ook aan te kaarten dat wij een andere mening hebben? Of 
misschien iets over vermelden op EPPwD? 
 
Van: André Félix - European Disability Forum <andre.felix@edf-feph.org>  
Verzonden: vrijdag 21 april 2023 9:14 
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Aan: Huybens Celie <Celie.Huybens@minsoc.fed.be> 
Onderwerp: Stopping EU funds for places that segregate: EDF meets European Commissioner for 
Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira. 
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Stopping EU funds for places that segregate: 

EDF meets European Commissioner for 

Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira. 
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On 20 April 2023, a delegation of the European Disability Forum led by President Yannis 

Vardakastanis and Executive Committee Member Maureen Piggot met European 

Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira. The meeting was used to discuss 

how EU Funds can be used to advance the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

  

EDF’s delegation discussed several pressing issues with the Commissioner. The 

delegation arrived with a strong call to direct services to stop EU Cohesion funds from 

supporting institutions that segregate persons with disabilities. The delegation showed 

several examples of how funds have supported institutions that go against the letter and 

spirit of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, notably in Poland, 

Bulgaria and Austria. 

 

The Commissioner called on disability organisations to alert the services of the European 

Union whenever funds are not appropriately used.   
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Participants discussed the importance of involving organisations of persons with disabilities 

in the monitoring of these funds, which despite being a requirement of the funding 

regulations, often does not happen in practice. The method to complain and seek redress 

was also mentioned. 

  

Hand in hand with this involvement, the delegation called on the European Commission to 

use the funds to finance data collection on persons with disabilities in the EU living in 

institutions - especially by monitoring achievement in reducing numbers of children and 
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adults with disabilities living in institutions - as well as studies to review how well the 

Member States are implementing the rules outlined in the EU’s funding regulations. 

  

Nevertheless, delegates recognised the improvements in the last regulations for the EU 

Cohesion Policy and how it enabled good practices, including support for processes of 

transition to community living in Romania, the Czech Republic and Bulgaria. Our Executive 

Member Maureen Piggot underlined in particular how EU Funds should be used as 

incentives to also channel national funding away from segregating practices and towards 

infrastructure that facilitates inclusion in society. 

  

The European Disability Forum outlined areas where the EU Cohesion funds need to 

support disability rights:  

• Funding housing programs that support living in the community – such as 

renovations to make existing buildings accessible; 

• Funding accessible infrastructure – hospitals, schools, and cultural venues, among 

others; 

Yannis Vardakastanis, President of EDF and chief of delegation, stated:  

"EU Funds greatly impact how governments support persons with disabilities – I see it in 

my home country of Greece. However, as we informed the Commissioner, such funds are 

being used to develop institutions that segregate us – and where abuse is widespread. I 

asked her to direct her services to support managing authorities in stopping this!" 

 

Maureen Piggot, EDF Executive Committee Member, added:  

“EU Funds have a critical role to play in achieving the shift from institutional care to 

community-based solutions that enable persons with disabilities to live, learn, work and 

play alongside others. These funds should be used where they have the most impact in 

removing barriers to living in ordinary houses, attending ordinary schools or colleges, 

having a job and participating in sports, the arts and other social activities.”        

 

European Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira, said:  

“The European Commission attaches great importance to the respect of rights of persons 

with disabilities in all Member States of the European Union. The Cohesion policy funds 

support the deinstitutionalisation process in line with the UNCPRD and focus on 

development of family and community-based services and conditions for independent 

living. I welcome the engagement of organisations like EDF, representing and defending 

the rights of persons with disabilities and strongly encourage their involvement in the 

design of projects supported by cohesion policy.” 
 

 

 

Contact: 

André Félix 



 

Communications Coordinator 

andre.felix@edf-feph.org 

+32 483 18 71 80 

 

The European Disability Forum is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that 

defends the interests of 100 million Europeans with disabilities. EDF is a unique platform 

that brings together representative organisations of persons with disabilities across 

Europe. It is run by persons with disabilities and their families. EDF is a strong, united 

voice of persons with disabilities in Europe  
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