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Guiding questions: 
1. Can you please briefly introduce yourself, your organisation, and which EU network you are a member of? 
· Good afternoon. My name is Pierre Gyselinck. I am President of the Belgian Disability Forum (BDF).
· The BDF is a forum bringing together 18 organisations of persons with disabilities.
· These 18 organisations come from all parts of Federal Belgium and they cover all situations of persons with disabilities
· The BDF is the Belgian representative organisation in the European Disability Forum (EDF)
· The European Disability Forum is the organisation representing persons with disabilities in Europe.
· For myself, I am member of the Board of EDF.
2. Why did you decide to join (or establish) an EU network? 
· Being member of a huge EU organization is a key element of the existence of the BDF. This is the reason why the BDF was created in 2000 by 10 organisations of persons with disabilities. Since then, the BDF grew to count 18 member organisations.
· It is important because it is the way to have an influence on the decisions taken at EU level. Many decisions taken at EU level, many politics that are developed by the Commission, the European Parlement and the Council have an impact on national politics and vice-versa.
· As organisations of persons with disabilities want to participate in the political process, they must be active at the European level as well as at Belgian and regional level.
· The motto of the EDF is the motto of the BDF: nothing about us without us
3. Can you share a specific example where being part of an EU network contributed to change at EU level? 
· Back in 2009, during the General assembly of the Belgian Disability forum, members pointed out practical problems that persons with disabilities were facing when travelling across Europe: they didn’t have a practical tool to acknowledge their situation of person with a disability.
· As a matter of fact, when being in another EU member state, they couldn’t have the right to some support or facilities as the nationals: access to some settlements, access to some transportation equipment, reduced price to a museum etc.
· As a Belgian, I have to travel along with a 6 A4 pages decision in Dutch which a worker at a swimming pool in France would not understand. Some are using their Blue badge as a proof, but not every person with a disability has a Blue badge and, even so, if I enter a metro station, I don’t have my Blue Badge as I left it under the windscreen of my car in the parking lot…
· There was a consensus that a European Disability Card was needed.
· The General assembly asked its secretariat to write a project of political note which we introduced to the EDF Board
4. What was your organisation’s role in this process, and how did collaboration within the network lead to this change? 
· Well, let’s say that the BDF was the spark which started the engine…
· With the help of EDF executive Committee and secretariat we convinced the EDF General assembly to make a key element of the EDF Action plan
· Together we met the European Commissioner who actually was a Belgian, at the time. Maybe it was an asset. Nevertheless, Commissioner Thyssen was motivated, and a pilot project was started. 8 member states participated in this pilot. One of them was Belgium.
· Based on the results of the pilot project, the Commission proposed a Directive which was voted by the parlement and the Council. Now this directive is at the faze of transposition by all the member states. 
· The European Disability Cards will be distributed in June 2027!
· I have to insist that the EDC project is an example of a “bottom-up process”. It all started during a meeting of the general assembly of the BDF, was brought to EDF and to the Commission to end with a Directive that will benefit to all persons with disabilities in Belgium and in Europe. 
5. Looking back, what factors made this a success? 
· First, I would say “motivation”. I mean, the idea came from the basis of the BDF. It’s a pleasure for the president of an organisation to work for a project that moves your members.
· Secondly, I will point out “tenacity”. We, at BDF kept on the subject through the years. It was the same for EDF: members of the secretariat did all the negotiations with technicians of the Commission. It was a very long process: from 2009 to 2027!!!
· Third, I will underline that the BDF is for long an active member of the EDF. Other national councils know about BDF. We participate actively in the life of EDF. Knowing each other creates respect. BDF is an active part of the EDF network. That’s a key point.
6. How did this change affect the lives of people at home? 
· Through the pilot project we already have seen that the European Disability Card was useful for the persons when they decide to let know that they are in a situation of disability. 
· In one year, now, they will have the possibility to make use of it in every European member states.
· It will improve their enjoyment to mobility through all Europe.
7. What do you think are the further possibilities/next steps? 
· It is still in process. We will see after June 2027… First, we will celebrate 
8. Imagine the scenario that being part of an EU network was not possible - what impact would this have on your organisation? What impact would it have on society?
· If the Belgian Disability had not been member of a European network this project would not have been possible. 
· Being active at EU level opens possibilities.
· Especially, lobbying the EU is a very specific and technical work. Social organisations at national or regional level cannot undertake such a task. 
· Social organisations at national level work on the day-to-day needs of persons with disabilities at Belgian or regional level. Working on European legislation means that they have to see a much larger scope. For this being part of the BDF was needed and the BDF had to be part of the EDF to reach results. 
· When I said “Bottom-up”, this is true for this project. But the opposite is very important too: information and cooperation must follow a constant flood going up and down. This is the role of the EDF network.
· In fact, I guess that the member organisations would even not have had the idea to request such a card. And if they were, it would have taken many years to reach concrete results. 
· Thank you for your attention
