Dear Mr. Gyselinck,
Warm greetings from Geneva, I hope this finds you well. We are pleased to inform you that you have been selected to speak on behalf of Belgian Disability Forum asbl (BDF) at the Pre-session on Belgium, which will take place on Tuesday, 15 December 2015, from 12pm to 1pm at the International Conference Centre of Geneva (CICG), 17 rue de Varembé, Room 5. Please note that no badge or registration is needed to enter the premises.
 
Statement                                                                                                                                                   
You will have 6 minutes to present the statement, which should be in English or in French. We kindly request that you send us the final statement by Wednesday, 2 December, and please bring 30 copies for distribution in the room. The statement should address how the recommendations made during the first review (available at http://s.upr-info.org/1LrtoXf) have been implemented, and how the human rights situation has since developed. The statement should conclude by suggesting recommendations and/or questions you would like States to make to Belgium in January 2016.
                                                                                                   
Please find attached a template to assist in drafting the statement. I have also attached a Power Point (PPt) template as we have noted at past Pre-sessions that presenting clear recommendations on visual slides is an effective means to engage the diplomats in the room.                                                                                    
 
Timing                                                                                                                                                                 
The Pre-session will last one hour, during which time several speakers will deliver statements. We kindly ask all participants to be punctual and to stick to the speaker time given. Kindly note that UPR Info will keep strict time in order to afford equal opportunity to all presentations. 
Format                                                                                                                                                  
During the Pre-session, there may be potential questions from the Permanent Missions seeking further information on different recommendations falling under your area of expertise. Permanent Missions are often interested to know more details on what steps have been taken by Belgium in relation to recommendations they made during the first review. Therefore, we advise speakers to have some answers prepared in order to provide more detailed information (apart from the information included in your statement) regarding the status of implementation of the relevant recommendations. There will be time after the Pre-session to meet with State delegates present in the room. We will also send you, a few days later, the list of delegations that were present in the room so that you can follow up after the Pre-session i.e. by sending them your statement and any other relevant documents.
 
Finally, please note that all expenses related to your participation must be borne by your own organisation.
It will be a pleasure to welcome you to the Pre-session in December. I kindly ask you to confirm your participation as soon as possible so that I may finalise the speaker list. 
Many thanks in advance and I look forward to hearing from you.
Best regards,
Aoife
 
--
Ms. Aoife Hegarty
Programme Manager
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